AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



Please amend claims 1, 14 and 18, such that the status of the claims is as follows: 

1. (Currently Amended) A splice system for linear connection of fishing lines, the system 
comprising: 

a female connector having an outer surface, first and second opposite ends, and a longitudinal 
axis, the outer surface having an aperture disposed thereon, the first end connected 
to a first fishing line section and the second end having a co-axial opening therein, 
the connector having a co-axial interior feature with a radial extent; and 

a male connector having first and second opposite ends and a longitudinal axis, the second 
end connected to a second fishing line section and the first end configured for coaxial 
insertion into the opening of the female connector, the second end comprising a 
plurality of resilient petals having a radial extent greater than the radial extent of the 
interior feature of the female connector; 

wherein the resilient petals of the male connector deform at least on e of the conn e ctors is 
rosiliont go that the second end of the mal e corm e ctor compr e ss e s or th e int e rior 
f e ature of th e f e male conn e ctor e xpands to allow passage of the second end of the 
male connector axially past the interior feature. 



2. (Original) The splice system of claim 1 wherein the female connector is removably connected 
to the first fishing line section. 

3. (Original) The splice system of claim 2 fiirther comprising: 

an axial bore in the first end of the female connector having a diameter greater than a 
diameter of an end of the first fishing line section and less than a diameter of a knot 
formed at the end of the first fishing line. 

4. (Original) The splice system of claim 1 wherein the male connector has a head at the first end 
and a plurality of petals at the second end, the plurality of petals having a radial extent greater than 



4 



a radial extent of the head. 



5. (Original) The splice system of claim 1 further comprising a ramp disposed on an interior 
surface of the female connector. 

6. (Original) The splice system of claim 1 wherein the interior feature is a raised interior 
annulus. 

7. (Original) The splice system of claim 6 further comprising a radially extending flat surface 
disposed on the raised interior annulus, the flat surface facing the first end of the female connector. 

8. (Original) The splice system of claun 1 wherein the male connector is permanently connected 
to the second fishing line. 

9. (Original) The splice system of claim 1 further comprising a float disposed on a fishing line 
section. 

10. (Original) The splice system of claim 9 in which the float is radially symmetric. 

1 1 . (Original) The splice system of claim 10 in which the float is tapered. 

12. (Original) The splice system of claim 9 fiuther comprising a groove disposed on the outer 
surface of the female cormector and an annulus disposed on the float configured to mate with the 
groove. 

13. (Original) An apparatus comprising a card having a plurality of fishing line cormectors 
removably disposed thereon, each cormector having first and second opposite ends and a longitudinal 
axis, and having an axial bore extending fi-om the first end to the second end thereof 
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14. (Currently Amended) A method for linear connection of fishing lines comprising: 
providing a female connector having first and second opposite ends and a longitudinal axis, 

the first end connected to a first fishing line section and the second end having an 
opening therein, the connector having a co-axial interior feature with a radial extent; 
providing a male connector having first and second opposite ends and a longitudinal axis, 
the second end connected to a second fishing line section and the first end configured 
for coaxial insertion into the opening of the female connector, the second end 
comprising a plurality of resilient petals having a radial extent greater than the radial 
extent of the female connector; 
inserting the male connector into the opening of the female connector; and 
moving the resilient petals radial extent of the second end of the male connector axially past 
the interior feature of the female connector such that the resilient petals deform 
radiallv inwardly while moving axiallv past the interior feature , 

15. (Original) The method of claim 14 in which the step of providing a first fishing line section 
connected to a female connector includes passing an end of the first fishing line through an axial 
bore in the female connector and knotting the end of the first fishing line. 

16. (Original) The method of claim 1 5 fiuther comprising: 
providing a plurality of the female connectors on a card; and 

separating one of the female connectors from the card after knotting the end of the first 
fishing line. 

1 7. (Original) The method of claim 1 5 fiuther comprising: 
providing a float having an axial bore; and 

passing the end of the first fishing line through the bore of the float prior to passing the end 
of the first fishing line through the bore of the female connector. 

18. (Currently Amended) A method for replacing a fishing line section comprising: 
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providing a first fishing line section connected to a female connector, the female connector 

having an outer surface with an aperture disposed thereon; 
providing a second fishing line section connected to a male connector, the male connector 

being connected to the female connector; 
moving the male connector through the aperture to separate the male coimector from the 

female connector; 

cutting the second fishing line and discarding the second fishing line and the male connector; 

providing a second male connector having first and second opposite ends and a longitudinal 
axis, the second end connected to a third fishing line section and the first end 
configured for coaxial insertion into the opening of the female connector, the second 
end of the male connector comprising a plurality of resilient petals having a radial 
extent greater than a radial extent of an interior feature of the female connector; 

inserting the second male connector into the opening of the female connector; and 

moving the resilient petals radial e xt e nt of the second end of the second male connector 
axially past the interior feature of the female connecto r, whereby the petals deform 
radially inwardly while moving past the interior feature . 
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